Kenneth Charles Eyre, CD, PhD, RMC, PPCLI
November 23, 1942 – July 13, 2017
Ken was born in Shelburne, NS on November 23, 1942 to loving
parents Winnie and Ralph Eyre. His father was a member of the
Army Corp of Engineers and as Ralph carried out his duties,
including the building of the Alaska Highway, Ken and his family
lived in various places across Canada. He spent his formative high
school years in Whitehorse, Yukon and there developed a lasting
respect for Canada's North.
Ken graduated from the Royal Military College of Canada (BA,
college number 6375, Class of 1965) and served in the Canadian
Army from 1965 to 1982, primarily with infantry and airborne
forces. He was commissioned into the Queen's Own Rifles and was
subsequently rebadged to the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry. During his military career he served twice on
peacekeeping missions in Cyprus, one during the period of the
coup d'etat and Turkish invasion in 1974.
A brilliant scholar, Ken received a MA in History from Duke
University in 1967 and in 1974 became the first serving officer
awarded a Department of National Defence Fellowship. He chose
to work towards a Ph.D at King's College, University of London. His
thesis was entitled Custos Borealis: The Military In the Canadian North, an examination of Canada's
defence policy and operations. As part of his field research, he was posted to Yellowknife and had the
opportunity to travel extensively throughout the North, with emphasis on the Northwest Passage and the
High Arctic. When it came time at King's College to defend his dissertation, the College asked the Canadian
government for an expert on the subject to join the board in reviewing the paper and questioning the
candidate. The single expert Canada could suggest was that of Major K.C. Eyre, MA. The dissertation was
accepted and Ken was granted a Ph.D in 1981. In recognition of all his original work relating to Canada's
North, he was nominated by the Department of National Defence for the 1982 Massey Medal.
After retiring from the army, Ken worked for several years at National Sea Products, then became Principal
Scientist at Crisis Simulations, a research company designing military battle and disaster training
simulations. In 1994, he was appointed the first Director of Studies at the Pearson International
Peacekeeping Centre established by the Government of Canada in Clementsport, NS. During his tenure at
the Centre, he served in various other positions, including Director of Research and Development, Director
of Exercises and Executive Vice President. Ken was instrumental in developing an intellectual focus and a
dynamic multidisciplinary approach for the Centre's peacekeeping training, one that was unique in the
world and studied by other countries. Many people still working in the fields of peacemaking and
rebuilding conflict ridden countries around the globe are using concepts and principles learned from his
work.
Ken had an incisive and active intellect and curiosity and did not suffer intellectual sloppiness but as a
teacher, friend and husband, he could be gentle and reassuring and was a loyal friend and inspiring mentor
to many people.
He also had a great sense of fun and whimsy. In his retirement years, Ken took up Cowboy Action Shooting,
combining boyhood pursuits with a love of target shooting. He and his friends spent many happy days
participating in matches with titles such as "High Noon", "The Shooting of Dan McGrew" and "Ghostriders
in the Sky." Also in retirement, he created driftwood art and garden octopi-huge creatures made from

spruce burls he harvested from local forests and lakes that he painted fanciful colours and often named
after friends.
The love for the outdoors he learned as a boy never left Ken. He was an avid fly fisherman, both in salt and
freshwater, and was most content when fishing, particularly on Nova Scotia's brooks and rivers in the
spring of the year and on Florida's inland waterways during the winters he spent there. He used to quote
from a Babylonian proverb often: "The gods do not deduct from man's allotted span the hours spent
fishing." All those who mourn his death wish the gods had given him many more hours.
Ken died on July 13, 2017, shortly after being diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia. He leaves his wife
Carole (Annapolis Royal), his sister Heather and brother in law Raymond d'Entremont ( Lower West
Pubnico), niece Corinne d' Entremont (Killeen, Texas) and nephew Peter d'Entremont (Ottawa).
Cremation has taken place under the care and direction of Kaulbach Family Funeral Home, Annapolis
Royal; a private internment will be held at Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth, NS. A service to remember Ken
will be held on August 17, 2017 at Hillsdale House Inn, St George Street, Annapolis Royal beginning at
1:30pm.
Donations in his memory may be made to the Clean Annapolis River Project for use with the Youth Leading
Environmental Change Program. (Box 395, Annapolis Royal, NS, B0S1A0).

